Effect of exogenous copper on lipid peroxidation in rat hepatocytes. Possible involvement of protein kinase C.
We have investigated the direct effect of copper on malondialdehyde formation in rat isolated hepatocytes. Copper was found to decrease the cell viability with concomitant production of malondialdehyde in a time related manner. In addition the protein kinase C activator, PMA, was found to have a synergistic effect with copper on rat hepatocytes. These results indicate that protein kinase C may be important in mediating hepatotoxicity after exposure to copper.